Mine Action in Myanmar
In two Myanmar states, Danish Demining Group and Danish Refugee Council recently conducted a landmine victims survey that helped to document the epidemiology of landmine
accidents and the situation of landmine victims more efficiently as well as recommend improved services to landmine survivors and persons with disabilities.
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Lack of Victim Information System in Myanmar
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Figure 1. Townships in Burma affected by landmines.
Figure courtesy of Myanmar Information Management Unit.
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Landmines believed to have been used in Myanmar.
Photo courtesy of Peace Myanmar Aid.
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Landmine Victims in Kachin and Kayah
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Physical Rehabilitation and Socioeconomic
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Reintegration Services

these victims are believed to be civilians.
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As in most developing countries, assistance to per-

In Kachin, the trend appears to be the opposite, al-

sons with disabilities is very limited in Myanmar, in

though concrete data is not available. The state experi-

particular in the states bordering China and Thailand.
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ly three times the number of accidents were recorded in
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build a rehabilitation center in Myitkyina that will fa-
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devices. Operated by one of the former NSA groups, a re-
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habilitation facility already exists in Kayah. This center is

severe in 2011–2012 than in 2013–2014, but more land-
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rehabilitation system. However, the staff needs retraining

The reason for this increase is debatable, but the recent
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fications. The facility’s building would also benefit from
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Most survivors and victim assistance organizations

the limited data DDG/DRC collected in a small and un-

interviewed during the survey suggest that the greatest
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tance cannot be conducted in isolation and should be

to nurture their land and tend to their animals.
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When examining landmine accidents, Myanmar has
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a remarkably high lethality rate of 30 to 35 percent, high-

tainable and conducted in the long term. In Myanmar,
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and Cambodia (20 percent).2 The Cambodian Mine and
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Figure 3. Map of rehabilitation services in Myanmar.
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Figure courtesy of ICRC.
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Following the resumption of armed hostilities in

150 IDP camps for a total of 100,000 people (79 per-

Kachin in 2011, many people left their villages and live

cent of the camps are located in GCA with a popula-

in IDP camps located in government-controlled areas

tion of 46,700, while 21 percent of the camps are located

(GCA) as well as in nongovernment controlled areas

in NGCA with a population of 49,450 people). Most in-

(NGCA). Kachin and North Shan have approximately

tense conflicts reportedly took place in the area between
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Myitkyina and Bhamo, in the south of Mansi township
and east of Momauk township. The abandoned villages
are located along the front line, and those areas are naturally believed to be the most affected by landmine/ERW
contamination. In Myanmar, it is important to ensure
that humanitarian mine action (including survey and
clearance) is conducted to high standards and should be
a part of durable solutions that contribute to IDP protection as well as safe and long-term resettlement.
As with any other landmine/ERW-contaminated
country, mine action planning is a complex process
and should be integrated into all regional and state reconstruction and development plans. Early, participatory- and joint-planning mechanisms will need to be
developed with local communities, regional authorities
and humanitarian organizations to ensure that mine ac-
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tion has the greatest impact on local development efforts.
This is usually a challenging aspect of mine action that
less familiar stakeholders often underestimate.
Recommendations of the DDG/DRC Research

• Create a simple and ad hoc VIS to capture essential
victims’ data and inform the strategic orientations
of the mine action programs.

• Reinforce MRE for the benefit of affected communities and displaced populations, and integrate
MRE into school curricula.

• Provide emergency victim assistance.
• Facilitate access to physical rehabilitation services.
• Refurbish the existing Kayah rehabilitation center
and enhance the technical capacities of the staff.

• Increase psychosocial support initiatives in Kachin
and Kayah via self-help groups, peer-to-peer services and disability resource centers (these networks can be used to support socioeconomic
reintegration activities and increase their chances
of success).

• Implement and integrate sustainable socioeconomic reintegration support to landmine sur-

Pascal Simon was the UNMAS-DRC program manager
until September 2014. A mine action and capacitydevelopment specialist with extensive professional
experience, he previously worked in, inter alia,
Cambodia, Laos, Senegal and Tajikistan, supporting
efforts to develop and reform mine action programs
and related institutions. He holds a master’s degree
in political science and international relations from the
Université Catholique de Louvain (Catholic University of
Louvain) in Belgium, and he also studied journalism and
pedagogy. He is based in Myanmar.
Pascal Simon
Mine Action Specialist
Danish Demining Group
Kanbawza Road, Bahan Township
Yangon / Myanmar
Tel: +95.92 5331 2763
Email: pascal.simon999 @gmail.com

vivors and persons with disabilities in the community by providing vocational training and longer
term socioeconomic assistance (cash grants, livelihood support, small business, etc.) through communities and disability organizations’ networks.

• Provide systematic business service assistance and
education for children of survivors (registration
fees, school fees, books, uniforms, etc.).
See endnotes page 65
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